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CULMSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20" May 2026 in Culmstock Village Hall 7pm

Present: Cllrs. Miss Lizzie Jones (Chairman), Mrs Jude Zebedee, Dr Catherine Bass, Sarah Leppard,
Tim Platel, Charlie Kay, MDDC ClIr. Natasha Bradshaw, DCC/MDDC Cllr. Simon Clist the Clerk and various members of
the public (between 20-30 parishioners) and representatives from Parish and outside organisations.

Apologies: Cllr. Mrs Rosemary Balchin.

68. The Chairman gave a brief overview of the year and welcomed everyone to the meeting - the format of the
evening was explained; there were various representatives from organisations present and the evening was an
opportunity to speak to representatives.

Representatives were introduced and thanked for attending, organisations were noted as - The Culmstock Cricket
Club, The Blackdown Support Group (BSG), Connecting the Culm, Devon Communities Together, Mid Devon District
Council and Devon County Council Councillors, the Parish Council P3 Footpath Coordinator and the Volunteer
Footpath Warden. Some councillors present were also representing the Village Hall Committee and the Culmstock
News magazine.

The Chairman extended thanks to everyone involved with the Parish Council - it has been another busy year, thanks
were given to all for their continuous commitment and hard work, our Parish, district and county councillors, our
Parish Clerk and Warden, the footpath team for keeping our paths up together and the First Responder who takes
care of our defibrillator.

Play Area and Pavilion - We were pleased to see completion of the Petanque pistes last summer followed by the

addition of a compost toilet at the play area and pavilion.
The play area needs constant maintenance and we are looking to further improve it as funds permit.

Sadly the area is subject to frequent anti-social behaviour (ASB) issues and we have been encouraged by our local
Police Constable to report all incidents of damage and ASB - regardless of how minor or isolated they may be - via
the online reporting facility. This will enable the Police to collate all incidents and create a record for reference.

We were however pleased to learn that Culmstock does appear to have very low reports of crime and ASB.

Cemetery - we were pleased to have works carried out to the cemetery hedge within the last financial year this is
another area that requires constant maintenance.

Highways - Our Clerk is in regular contact with our Neighbourhood Highways Officer and we have been looking at
details of the Road Warden Scheme which is a formal agreement with Devon County Council that enables
communities to deliver approved minor works on or around the public highway. Anyone interested in this self-help
scheme and the Chapter 8 training is encouraged to contact the Parish Council.

Culmstock Beacon - There will be a reminder about ground nesting birds in the Culmstock News; if you are able to

help to remind dog walkers to keep dogs on eads between 1°* April and 31 July we would appreciate it.

Planning - We have responded to various applications & discussion lately around whether to proceed with a
Neighbourhood Plan. The Rural Housing Enabler from Devon Communities Together will give some information
about a Housing Needs Survey (HNS) that will be run shortly and how surveys relate to a Neighbourhood Plans.

The Chairman finished by thanking everyone that volunteers in the Parish with various events & organisations.
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69. Representatives introduced themselves to the meeting and gave brief details:

Blackdown Support Group (BSG) - Elizabeth McNabb, Chairman from BSG gave details of the charity which has been

operating from Hemyock for around 30 years - the aim is to connect people to their local communities, to alleviate
isolation and loneliness and to support the good health and wellbeing of local residents. There is a range of services
available which is led by volunteers and overseen by a board of volunteer trustees. Anyone resident in the area of
any age is eligible to utilise the services and ask for support.

Connecting the Culm - Lucy Jefferson, The Culm Catchment Officer gave details of her role which is working with

local landowners and communities in six target locations across the Culm catchment (Halberton, Culmstock,
Hemyock, Weaver, Lyner and Kentisbeare) to identify areas requiring improved flood resilience and potential
opportunities for nature-based solutions to help reduce flooding.

Devon Communities Together (DCT) - Mandy Goddard, Rural Housing Enabler from DCT gave details of the
upcoming joint standard Housing Needs Survey (HNS) for Culmstock, Hemyock and Clayhidon which will run for six

weeks; details will be publicised in the Culmstock News. The standard survey is a shorter simpler questionnaire
which asks only those who are in need of affordable housing in the parish to fill it in and which provides robust
information on affordable housing need only, suitable for planning applications.

The last full HNS survey (Enhanced Survey) for Culmstock was completed in August 2022 - this is a longer
questionnaire available to everyone in the parish and asks more questions including the housing requirements of
older people, which is suitable where wider information is required, e.g. for Neighbourhood Planning purposes.

Neighbourhood Plans - DCT is able to assist with Neighbourhood Planning; Culmstock Parish Council has been
considering whether to pursue a Neighbourhood Plan and will shortly be discussing whether or not to proceed. The
Chairman reported that a social media group has been arranged for anyone interested, details have been publicised
in the Culmstock News and via means of posters. Mandy Goodard explained that the process is lengthy and costly
with significant time and work involved. Councillors encouraged volunteers to step forward. The Chairman asked if
there was interest in the Parish Council proceeding; the majority of those present raised a hand in support.

Culmstock Cricket Club - A few details were given of the village cricket club which has over a hundred members and

various teams. The recently formed Women’s Team has proved most successful. The successful Culmstock Ashes is
a chance for the wider community to be involved.

Public Rights of Way (P3 Footpaths) - The P3 Footpath Co-ordinator gave a few details of ongoing works and various

issues that arise. A monthly report is provided to the Parish Council and various details are included in the
Culmstock News.

Blackdown Hills Parish Network (BHPN) - ClIr. Dr Bass gave details of the upcoming AGM. Culmstock subscribes to
the Network for which ClIr. Dr Bass is currently the Chairman.

District and County Council - MDDC Councillor Natasha Bradshaw and MDDC/DCC Cllr Simon Clist gave an overview
of their positions at the district and county council and provided various information to date on Local Government
Reorganisation for which news is awaited.

MDDC Cllr. Natasha Bradshaw provided details of a new community initiative “Culm River against Pollution” - this
proposal is a new call for action about the health of the River Culm, following the Rights for Rivers motion passed by
Mid Devon District Council recently. Details of the initiative will be publicised in the Culmstock News.

The meeting closed between 8.30pm and 9pm.



